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Elections Crisis in Burundi and Regional Impact 

 
General developments 

 

Media reported that the Burundi presidential elections 

started on 21 July following a night of explosions and 

gunfire in the capital. At least two people were reportedly 

killed. 

Elections are being held despite the Government pulling out 

of talks without agreement reached on a range of issues that 

would have contributed to the creation of a climate 

conducive to the holding of credible and peaceful elections.  

Further, three opposition presidential candidates have 

withdrawn from the elections. 

In a statement attributed to the spokesman for the United 

Nations Secretary-General (SG) on 20 July, the SG called 

on Burundi authorities to do all in their power to ensure 

security and a peaceful atmosphere during the elections. He 

also appealed for the resumption of frank dialogue among 

all parties.  

In the strongest indication yet that the situation in Burundi needs urgent attention, on 16 July, a group of UN 

human rights experts urged the Security Council (SC) to take immediate action to prevent Burundi from 

sliding back into violent conflict. They stated, ‘The international community must not simply stand by and 

wait for mass atrocities to unfold … the SC has a unique role for peace and security and for preventing 

conflicts worldwide.’  

Meanwhile, the African Union (AU) reiterated its readiness to immediately deploy human rights observers and 

military experts in Burundi during the elections. In a press release on 18 July, the AU emphasized that the 

human rights observers and military experts will work closely with the relevant Burundian institutions and all 

other stakeholders. 

Humanitarian  

An upsurge of Burundi refugees continues to 

cross borders due to fear and uncertainty. An 

MSF statement on 20 July said that up to 1,000 

people are crossing the forested border 

between Burundi and Tanzania each day. MSF 

also says the Nyarugusu refugee camp in 

Tanzania ‘has reached breaking point’ with an 

estimated 142,000 refugees (78,000 

Burundians and 64,000 Congolese) which is 

beyond the 50,000 capacity.   

On 20 July, humanitarian actors met in 

Bujumbura to discuss the humanitarian  
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implications of the political crisis. Direct humanitarian impact from the political crisis inside Burundi has 

remained minimal so far with population displacements having been of a temporary nature. The meeting 

agreed to strengthen monitoring systems given that a significant decrease of foreign assistance to the 

Government of Burundi since the onset of the crisis could have huge implications given high levels of chronic 

vulnerabilities in the country. Partners agreed to work with OCHA in the coming two weeks to map available 

assessment data and humanitarian capacity to have a better picture of the humanitarian needs and response 

gaps. 

WFP reports that as of 18 July, an estimated 68,250 people (91% of 75,000 planned) have received food 

assistance through general food distributions in Kirundo Province. In Kabonga-Nyanza-lac (Makamba) and 

Bujumbura Mairie, WFP launched distributions on 7 July for 20,000 targeted households in the provinces of 

Kirundo, Bujumbura Mairie and Makamba affected by ongoing crisis, in collaboration with CARITAS-

Burundi. So far about 5,500 people have been reached. For the next six months (July-December), WFP 

Burundi office will face cumulative shortfalls of around US$6.2 million under the present Protracted Relief 

and Recovery Operation. The critical shortfalls will begin in October if no resources are made available. 

Regional impact 

Since the beginning of April 2015, over 169,367 people (see UNHCR web portal 

http://data.unhcr.org/burundi) have fled to neighboring countries due to election-related violence and fear in 

Burundi. Yet donor response to the funding request has been slow. As of 21 July, the Regional Refugee 

Response Plan which requested US$207 is only 14 per cent funded.   

 

 
 

 

 
Background 

Civil unrest erupted on 26 April in Bujumbura after the ruling CNDD-FDD party elected President Pierre Nkurunziza on 

25 April as its candidate for the 26 June presidential election. Nkurunziza has been in office for two terms since 2005, and 

a broad array of actors warned that an attempt to seek a third term was unconstitutional and contrary to the spirit of the 

2000 Arusha Peace and Reconciliation Agreement for Burundi that ended a decade of civil war in the country. Despite an 

appeal by the Senate, Burundi’s Constitutional Court determined that President Nkurunziza was eligible for re-election – 

although the Court’s deputy president fled to Rwanda prior to this decision. A coup d’état was subsequently launched on 

13 May in Bujumbura while President Nkurunziza was at an East African Community Summit in Dar es Salaam, 

Tanzania, intended to try to resolve the current crisis in Burundi. The coup was rapidly thwarted, and President 

Nkurunziza returned to the country. 

* * * 

The next Flash Update will be issued according to developments in the situation. In the meantime, for further information, 

contact Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, at conwaym@un.org. To receive this and 

other OCHA Eastern Africa reports, please subscribe at http://bit.ly/1lunDLk 
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